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Hundreds of people are piling up for-
tune cookies in a tribute to art by Felix
Gonzalez-Torres that addresses the
grief caused by the pandemic. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-8

Making the Future Add Up
A behind-the-scenes look at boxing’s
return to action, with personnel in
quarantine and no spectators. PAGE D1

SPORTSMONDAY D1-7

In the Ring, and in a Bubble
The British city of Bristol, built with
money from a slave trader, reckons with
its racist history. PAGE A10

INTERNATIONAL A10-11

Tearing Down the Past

With no jobs amid the pandemic, and
sometimes no health care, many mi-
grant workers in Russia want to return
home but find they can’t. PAGE A4

TRACKING AN OUTBREAK A4-9

No Work, No Money, No Exit
As advertising revenue continues to
decline, the company is also fending off
several internal uprisings over racism
in the workplace and in some Condé
Nast content. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-7

Troubled Times at Condé Nast

A plan to absorb Volvo into its Chinese
parent company has ignited a debate
over Sweden’s identity. PAGE A11

Merger Wounds Swedish Pride

Patients should be exempt from receiv-
ing large bills, but some have to sort out
a complicated billing process. PAGE A7

The Cost of Surviving Covid-19

University of Texas athletes called for a
traditional campus song with racist
roots to be dropped. PAGE D7

An Anthem’s Discordant Note

The virus forced New York to look
directly at its deep inequalities, and the
media industry’s are no different. Those
who could afford it left the city, shining
a spotlight on class divisions. PAGE B1

Media’s Elite in the Hamptons

Jennifer Senior PAGE A18

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A18-19Bree Newsome Bass, who removed a
prominent Confederate battle flag in
2015, sees similar acts today. PAGE A12

NATIONAL A12-17

Shadow of Flagpole Protest

As poor countries around the
world struggle to beat back the co-
ronavirus, they are unintention-
ally contributing to fresh explo-
sions of illness and death from
other diseases — ones that are
readily prevented by vaccines.

This spring, after the World
Health Organization warned that
the pandemic could spread swiftly
when children gathered for shots,
many countries suspended their
inoculation programs. Even in
countries that tried to keep them
going, cargo flights with vaccine
supplies were halted by the pan-
demic and health workers di-
verted to fight it.

Now, diphtheria is appearing in
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal.

Cholera is in South Sudan, Cam-
eroon, Mozambique, Yemen and
Bangladesh.

A mutated strain of poliovirus
has been reported in more than 30
countries.

And measles is flaring around
the globe, including in Bangla-
desh, Brazil, Cambodia, Central
African Republic, Iraq, Ka-
zakhstan, Nepal, Nigeria and Uz-
bekistan.

Of 29 countries that have cur-
rently suspended measles cam-
paigns because of the pandemic,
18 are reporting outbreaks. An ad-
ditional 13 countries are consider-
ing postponement. According to
the Measles and Rubella Initia-
tive, 178 million people are at risk
of missing measles shots in 2020.

The risk now is “an epidemic in
a few months’ time that will kill
more children than Covid,” said

Chibuzo Okonta, the president of
Doctors Without Borders in West
and Central Africa.

As the pandemic lingers, the
W.H.O. and other international
public health groups are now urg-
ing countries to carefully resume
vaccination while contending
with the coronavirus.

At stake is the future of a hard-
fought, 20-year collaboration that
has prevented 35 million deaths in
98 countries from vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases, and reduced
mortality from them in children
by 44 percent, according to a 2019
study by the Vaccine Impact Mod-
eling Consortium, a group of pub-
lic health scholars.

“Immunization is one of the
most powerful and fundamental
disease prevention tools in the
history of public health,” said Dr. 

New Virus Hastens Spread 
Of Old, Preventable Illness

As Burdened Nations Shift Focus, Diseases
Like Measles and Polio Re-emerge

By JAN HOFFMAN and RUTH MACLEAN

Receiving a measles vaccine in
South Sudan, where cholera
has been on the rise this year.
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One study promised that popu-
lar blood-pressure drugs were
safe for people infected with the
coronavirus. Another paper
warned that anti-malaria drugs
endorsed by President Trump ac-
tually were dangerous to these pa-
tients.

The studies, published in the
New England Journal of Medicine
and The Lancet, were retracted
shortly after publication, follow-
ing an outcry from researchers
who saw obvious flaws.

The hasty retractions, on the
same day this month, have
alarmed scientists worldwide
who fear that the rush for re-
search on the coronavirus has
overwhelmed the peer review
process and opened the door to
fraud, threatening the credibility
of respected medical journals just
when they are needed most.

Peer review is supposed to safe-
guard the quality of scientific re-
search. When a journal receives a
manuscript, the editors ask three
or more experts in the field for
comments. The reviewers’ writ-
ten assessments may force revi-
sions in a paper or prompt the
journal to reject the work alto-
gether. The system, widely
adopted by medical journals in the
middle of the 20th century, under-
girds scientific discourse around
the world.

“The problem with trust is that
it’s too easy to lose and too hard to
get back,” said Dr. Jerome Kas-
sirer, a former editor in chief of the
New England Journal of Medi-
cine, which published one of the
retracted papers in early May.
“These are big blunders.”

If outside scientists detected
problems that weren’t identified
by the peer reviewers, then the
journals failed, he said. Like hun-
dreds of other researchers, Dr. 

Two Retractions
Hurt Credibility
Of Peer Review

By RONI CARYN RABIN
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When he was not coaching
sports, he was playing them or
watching them. And if he was
watching — well, a little skin in the
game always made it more inter-
esting for Steven Young, a teacher
outside Philadelphia. Just small-
dollar bets, mixed in with shuf-
fling the rosters of his fantasy
teams.

But when the coronavirus pan-
demic hit, all of the games he
cared about sputtered to a stop. So
he turned to one of the last places
in town for reliable action: the
stock market.

Mr. Young withdrew all of the
money from his sportsbook ac-
counts and deposited it into Rob-
inhood, the free stock-trading
platform. When his federal stimu-
lus check arrived, he put money
from that in, too.

Forced into online lessons when
his school district shut its doors,
the health and physical education
teacher had everything he needed
to get into the market. “Having
the time and the flexibility and the
opportunity — it being as low as it
was — I just kind of felt it was a
good time,” he said.

Mr. Young, 30, has only about
$2,500 invested, making him a
guppy among whales. But some
Wall Street analysts see people
who used to bet on sports as play-
ing a big role in the market’s re-
cent surge, which has largely
erased its losses for the year.

“There’s zero doubt in my mind
that it is a factor,” said Julian
Emanuel, chief equity and deriva-
tives strategist at the brokerage
firm BTIG. “Zero doubt.”

Millions of small-time investors
have opened trading accounts in
recent months, a flood of new buy-
ers unlike anything the market
had seen in years, just as lock-
down orders halted entire sectors 

Arenas Empty,
Sports Fans Bet
On Wall Street

By MATT PHILLIPS
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Christian Cooper began his Me-
morial Day like most of his May
mornings, searching for Black-
burnian warblers, scarlet tana-
gers and other songbirds that
wing their way into Central Park.

In his Lower East Side apart-
ment, Mr. Cooper, 57, slung on his
prize possession, his Swarovski
binoculars — a pricey 50th birth-
day present from his late father.
Leaving his boyfriend asleep in
bed, he biked three miles away, to

the semi-wild section of the park,
the Ramble.

Around the same time, Amy
Cooper, 40, who is not related to
Christian Cooper, left her apart-
ment on the Upper West Side at
the edge of the Hudson River. She
was with her dog, Henry, a blond
cocker spaniel she had rescued
and whose romps around the city
she chronicled on a dedicated In-
stagram account.

It was in the Ramble that the
two Coopers’ lives collided, an en-
counter that was brief but would

reverberate in New York City and
beyond, stirring anguished con-
versations about racism and hy-
pocrisy in one of the nation’s most
progressive cities.

Only a few hours later, George
Floyd would be killed in Minne-
apolis when a police officer pinned
Mr. Floyd’s neck under his knee.
The two Memorial Day incidents
captured on video two facets of en-
trenched racism black people ex-
perience: one the horrors of police
brutality, the other the routine hu-
miliations and threats in daily life.

Just before 8 a.m., Mr. Cooper
was startled from his quiet birding
by Ms. Cooper, who was loudly
calling after her dog, he said. He
asked her to leash Henry, as the
park rules required. She refused.

They exchanged words, and as
he recorded on his phone, she
threatened to report that “an Afri-
can-American man is threatening
my life,” a false accusation. Then
as Mr. Cooper continued to film,
she called 911.

The video clip shows that before

How Two Lives Collided in Central Park and Left a Nation Shaken
By SARAH MASLIN NIR
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Thousands marched in Brooklyn on Sunday to protest violence against black transgender people.
Protecting Transgender Lives

WASHINGTON — Efforts to
undermine climate change sci-
ence in the federal government,
once orchestrated largely by
President Trump’s political ap-
pointees, are now increasingly
driven by midlevel managers try-
ing to protect their jobs and budg-
ets and wary of the scrutiny of
senior officials, according to inter-
views and newly revealed reports
and surveys.

A case in point: When John Cru-
sius, a research chemist at the
United States Geological Survey,
published an academic paper on
natural solutions to climate
change in April, his government
affiliation never appeared on it. It
couldn’t.

Publication of his study, after a
month’s delay, was conditioned by
his employer on Dr. Crusius not
associating his research with the
federal government.

“There is no doubt in my mind
that my paper was denied govern-
ment approval because it had to
do with efforts to mitigate climate
change,” Dr. Crusius said, making
clear he also was speaking in his
personal capacity because the
agency required him to so. “If I
were a seismologist and had writ-
ten an analogous paper about re-
ducing seismic risk, I’m sure the
paper would have sailed through.”

Government experts said they
have been surprised at the speed
with which federal workers have
internalized President Trump’s
antagonism for climate science,
and called the new landscape dan-
gerous.

“If top-level administrators is-
sued a really clear public direc-

Midlevel Staff
Stifles Science
About Climate

By LISA FRIEDMAN
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Erika Shields was not your old-
line, law-and-order police chief.

She came into office in Atlanta
in 2017 promising to clean up the
“mess we created in the judicial
system in the ’80s and the ’90s” by
arresting too many people, espe-
cially young black men. She im-
posed a “zero-chase policy” after
high-speed pursuits ended in fa-
talities. She was the first openly
gay chief in Atlanta, and the sec-
ond woman to lead the depart-
ment.

In recent weeks, she was
praised for firing the officers who
had pulled two college students

from a car and Tased them — and
for walking into a sea of protesters
against police violence to hear
their complaints in person.

And now, after Atlanta officers
fatally shot a man in a Wendy’s
parking lot on Friday night, she is
out of a job.

With her voluntary resignation
Saturday, she joined a long and
growing line of progressive, re-

form-minded police chiefs who
have stepped down or been fired,
often after high-profile episodes of
police violence.

The position of police chief, once
prestigious, might be the most
precarious job in America right
now. And even with nationwide
protests clamoring for change af-
ter the killing of George Floyd in
Minneapolis in May, the risks are
particularly high for those whose
mission is reform.

“You can do everything right
and have one officer, one night, do
something — and all of a sudden
your career is upside down,” said
Chuck Wexler, the director of the 

Police Chiefs Find Job Security Hard to Come By
By SHAILA DEWAN
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ANOTHER KILLING Ashley Dopson painting in protest outside a restaurant where the Atlanta police shot Rayshard Brooks. Page A16.
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Caught Between Unions
and Local Officials in

Efforts at Reform
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Today, partly sunny, high 76. To-
night, mainly clear, low 61. Tomor-
row, mostly sunny, low humidity,
high 78. Wind east at 5-10 miles per
hour. Weather map, Page B8.
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